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SUBJECT: TERRORISM: PLANS FOR INCREASED PHYSICAL/PROTECTIVE 
SECURITY 

REF: (A) ATHENS 0756 (B) STATE 12900 

(C) ATHENS 1248 

SUMMARY: 

EMBOFFS, IN CALLS AT MFA ON FEBRUARY 20 AND 23, DISCUSSED 
POSSIBILITY OF JOINTLY-MANNED MOBILE PATROL PROPOSAL 
DESCRIBED REFTELS A AND C. DURING BOTH CALLS GOG 
OFFICIALS DISCLAIMED KNOWLEDGE OF GOG SECURITY OFFICIALS' 
PLANS TO REDUCE CURRENT LEVEL OF SECURITY PROTECTION. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 20, EMB POLITICAL OFFICER CALLED ON MFA 
AMERICAN DESK OFFICER MANOLATOS TO REVIEW FUTURE 
STATUS OF SECURITY MEASURES NOW BEING PROVIDED BY 
GOG FOR CERTAIN U.S. OFFICIALS. MANOLATOS REFERRED 
EMBOFF TO MFA CHIEF OF PROTOCOL (AMBASSADOR VASSILIKOS) 
WHOSE OFFICE, ACCORDING TO MANOLATOS, HAD WORKED 
CLOSELY WITH EMBASSY IN SETTING UP SPECIAL SECURITY 
PRECAUTIONS FOLLOWING WELCH MURDER. 
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2. ON FEBRUARY 23, SAME EMBOFF PLUS ADMIN COUNSELOR 
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CALLED ON CHIEF OF PROTOCOL WHO STATED THAT MFA NOT AWARE OF 

POSSIBLE OR PLANNED REDUCTION IN CURRENTLY GOG-PROVIDED 

SECURITY MEASURES. AMBASSADOR VASSILIKOS TOOK PAINS TO REITERATE 

GOG'S ACCEPTANCE OF HOST COUNTRY RESPONSIBILITY TO 

PROTECT FOREIGN DIPLOMATS SERVING IN GREECE. HE 

ACCEPTED PROFFERED AIDE-MEMOIRE WHICH OUTLINED PROPOSAL 

FOR JOINTLY-MANNED MOBILE PATROL. PROMISED TO LOOK INTO 

MATTER FURTHER AND TO ADVISE EMBASSY OF MFA EVENTUAL 

DECISION. HE LEFT EMBOFFS WITH CLEAR INITIAL IMPRESSION 

THAT HE DID NOT REPEAT NOT FAVOR REDUCTION OF CURRENT LEVEL 

OF SECURITY AFFORDED BY GOG FOR U.S. PERSONNEL OR PROPERTY. 

3. WHILE EMBOFFS WERE CONFERRING WITH VASSILIKOS, 

EMBASSY SECURITY OFFICE RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM GREEK 
GENDARMERIE OFFICER SUGGESTING THAT CURRENT 24-HOUR 
COVERAGE OF RESIDENCES BE REDUCED TO BETWEEN HOURS 

OF 1900 AND 0800. WE HAVE CONVEYED THIS DEVELOPMENT 
TO VASSILIKOS BY LETTER ON FEB 25, BECAUSE WE WERE UNABLE 
TO REACH HIM BY PHONE. 

4. WILL ADVISE SOONEST WHETHER OUR REQUEST TO HIRE TEN 
ADDITIONAL WARDENS (ATHENS 973) CAN BE REDUCED, DEPENDING 
ON WHETHER VASSILIKOS' REACTIONS WERE PERSONAL OR WHETHER 
THEY REPRESENTED MFA POSITION. WE ARE CONTINUING EFFORTS 
AT CLARIFICATION OF THIS VITAL POINT AND WILL ADVISE 
DEPARTMENT. 

KUBISCH 
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